ADA REQUIREMENTS FOR A ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE:

1. The lift controls shall be interlocked with the vehicle brakes, transmission or door or shall provide other appropriate mechanisms or systems to ensure that the vehicle cannot be moved when the lift is not stowed and so the lift cannot be deployed unless the interlocks or systems are engaged.

2. Handicap lifts must meet ADA requirements such as 30"x 48" clear platform, two handrails, back-up pumps, barriers and so on.

3. Lift door height. The overhead clearance between the top of the door opening and the raised lift platform (or highest point of the ramp) shall be a minimum of 56 inches.

4. Vehicles under 22 feet must be equipped with one wheelchair securement system with a clear floor area of 30- by 48-inches. The wheelchair may be secured facing toward the front or rear of the vehicle. When wheelchair securement position/s face rearward on 18-inch-wide padded barrier, 38 to 56 inches high from the vehicle floor, must be provided laterally centered immediately in back of the seated individual. 

5. Wheelchair attachments to vehicle must restrain a force in the forward longitudinal direction of up to 2,500 pounds per securement leg or clamping mechanism and a minimum of 5,000 pounds for each mobility aid. When secured, the wheelchair cannot move more than two inches in normal vehicle operation. 

6. For each wheelchair or mobility aid securement device provided, a passenger seat belt and shoulder harness, complying with Part 571, shall be provided for use by wheelchair or mobility aid users. Seat belts and shoulder harnesses shall not be used in lieu of a device that secures the wheelchair or mobility aid itself.

7. Each wheelchair securement location shall have a sign designating it as such. Sign characters must be 5/8-inch minimum in height with wide spacing and a contrasting background. Sign(s) shall be placed on the wall below the window garnish at wheelchair positions. The sign(s) placed at forward facing wheelchair position(s) shall read: "Forward facing wheelchair securement location." The sign(s) placed at rearward facing wheelchair position(s) shall read: "Rearward facing wheelchair securement location." 

8. At least one of the forward-facing seats in the front of the vehicle shall be designated as priority seats for persons with disabilities. Sign(s) must be provided in the vehicle that indicate the seats in the front of the vehicle as priority seats for persons with disabilities and that other passengers should make such seats available to those who wish to use them. Priority seating signs must have a minimum character height of 5/8-inch with wide spacing and a contrasting background. Sign(s) shall be placed on the light bar panel above the window. Sign(s) placed over priority seats shall read: "Priority seating for persons with disabilities. Other passengers should make these seats available to those who wish to use them."

9. Stepwells and doorways, including doorways in which lifts are installed, shall have at all time two-foot candles of illumination measured on the step tread or lift when deployed at the vehicle floor level. 

10. The vehicle doorways, including doorways in which lifts are installed, shall have outside lights that, when the door is open, provide at least one foot candle of illumination on the street surface for a distance of three feet perpendicular to all points on the bottom step tread outer edge. Such light shall be located below window level and shielded to protect the eyes of entering and exiting passengers. 

11. Handrails (1.25 to 1.5 inches in diameter) and stanchions shall be provided in the entrance to the vehicle in a configuration that allows persons with disabilities to grasp the assists from outside the vehicle while starting to board and to continue using such assists throughout the boarding and fare collection process. All handrails must provide a minimum knuckle clearance of 1.5 inches from the nearest adjacent surface.

12. Floor colors on step edges, thresholds and bordering edges of lifts must be of contrasting color. Refer to RCA Rubber Co. contrast chart for approved color combinations. Aisles, steps, floor areas where people walk, and floors in securement locations shall have slip-resistant surfaces.

13. Where destination or route information is displayed on the exterior of a vehicle, each vehicle shall have illuminated signs on the front and boarding side of the vehicle. Characters used in signs on the boarding side must be minimum 1-inch in height. Characters used in signs on the front must be minimum 2-inches in height. Characters shall have a width to height ratio between 3:5 and 1:1 and a stroke width to height ratio between 1:5 to 1:10. The space between letters shall be 1/16 the height of upper case letters. 

14. Overhead handrails shall be provided that shall be continuous except for a gap at the rear doorway. All handrails must provide a minimum knuckle clearance of 1.5 feet from the nearest adjacent surface.
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